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TOM & PENNY BUCKUS 
Members since 1953

Tom’s paternal grandparents immigrated to the United States from 
Czechoslovakia.  Although he never met them, Tom knows they valued 
church and hard work, two values they passed on to the younger 
generations of the family.  Growing up, Tom attended a Byzantine 
Catholic Church.  His dad worked in the coal mines, as well as taking 
on side jobs doing seasonal work such as hauling wood and coal, 
cutting grass, and plowing snow.  Tom remembers working alongside 
his dad and brothers to complete these jobs.  Tom’s mother stayed at 
home to care for the five children until they were older.  Then she got a 
job working in a state facility for the physically and mentally 
handicapped.  


Tom remembers the week-long vacation he and his siblings took to his 
godmother’s farm each summer.  There was no electricity or running 
water—only candles and kerosene lamps for light, a springhouse for 

refrigeration, and many trips out to the water pump in the yard.  Although it was rustic, he 
remembers the time fondly, because there were lots of siblings and cousins around for biking, 
swimming, and playing.


By contrast to Tom’s large family, Penny grew up as an only child.  Her dad worked in quality 
control at the Letterkenny Army Depot, and her mother worked at Endicott-Johnson’s shoe store 
in downtown Chambersburg.  Because her mother worked during the day, Penny remembers 
spending a lot of time playing with her cousins at her grandmother’s house.  She also remembers 
going to girl scout camp and Camp Penn and doing a lot of beach trips to Atlantic City and 
Ocean City with her family, as well as spending Sundays at Cowans Gap with family friends.


Tom Buckus 

Birth Date:  
March 29, 1944 

Place of Birth:  
Spangler, PA 

Penny Buckus 

Birth Date:  
January 8, 1944 

Place of Birth:  
Chambersburg, PA 

Did You Know? 

Tom enjoys assembling 
tool kits for old British 
cars.

Favorite Hymns 

Spirit Song

O, Come All Ye Faithful



Tom and Penny met at a New Years Eve party in Philadelphia in 1966, an encounter that almost 
never occurred.  Penny was resistant to going to the party because she didn’t have a date at the 
time.  And Tom remembers his mother trying to get him to stay home because of the wintry 
weather.  It is one of the only times he recalls ever going against his mom’s wishes.  


But Tom and Penny both went, met each other, and by midnight were embarking on an exciting 
new year together.  They were engaged by May and married by August.


A challenge Tom and Penny have had to overcome in their lives was their struggle to have 
children.  As they watched their friends begin families and encountered people who took the 
blessing of their children for granted, they found themselves angrily questioning God.


But looking back, Penny testifies to the way that God provided for them even through that very 
painful time.  She says the struggle had the potential to tear their marriage apart.  But they had a 
lot of support from their parents and friends, and they managed to turn toward each other rather 
than away.  Tom says, “It’s a loss we had to deal with.  We had to go through the grieving process, 
but to look ahead as well.  We knew we wanted to make it work in some fashion.”


One day Penny had a car accident on her way to the doctor’s office.  Later, when Dr. Swartz called 
their house, she assumed it was to reschedule her appointment.  Instead, he asked if she and Tom 
would be interested in adoption.  They were.


Penny recalls it as a providential experience, “We were very lucky to be able to adopt Amy.  The 
adoption was an almost unbelievable situation.”  The mother was in her 20’s and had difficulties 
that made her unable to raise a child at the time.  The mother wanted to meet any interested 
couples, because she wanted to decide who her child’s parents would be.


She chose Tom and Penny.


And time has proven that she made a wonderful choice.  Tom and Penny have poured their heart 
and soul into the calling of parenthood.  When asked what they are most proud of in their life, their 
answer is Amy.  They’re proud of her accomplishments in music and with her job, as well as the 
way that she has overcome challenges throughout her life.


In a beautiful twist, Amy was reconnected with her biological family when her half-sisters initiated 
contact with her during college.  It says something about Tom and Penny—not everyone would 
have been willing to embrace the complexity of this new relationship.  But like so many of their 
other decisions, Tom and Penny did what they believed to be in Amy’s best interest.  


And they gained something amazing in the process.  They have now become like extended family 
to each other, even spending holidays together. 


When asked for any advice that they would give to future generations, Penny says “If you love 
someone, you need to tell them.”  Yet, Tom and Penny’s actions speak even louder than their 
words.  


Their story is encouragement to go beyond mere statements of love, to the actions that prove it to 
be real.
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