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BEVERLY BARNES
Member since 1955

Background
Birth Date:
September 20, 1934
Place of Birth:
Greensboro, VT
Military Service: 29th
Communications Squad
(Air Force)

Did You Know?
Aside from her one son
who lives in Vermont, Bev
lives on the same street as
the rest of her family. One
grandson lives with her,
and a granddaughter lives
in the house next door.
Bev’s son lives across the
street, and another
granddaughter lives in the
house beside him.

Favorite Hymn:
God Will Take Care of You

Bev was born in Greensboro, VT, about 40 miles from the Canadian
border. Soon after her birth, Bev’s family moved to Hardwick, VT,
where her dad got work in a granite shed, sawing granite into working
pieces that were sold to make gravestones. Bev remembers
Hardwick being a very remote area. The town was surrounded by
forest and had a small population; there were only 24 students in
Bev’s graduating class. She spent Sundays by the lake throughout
her childhood. And during her teen years, her dad purchased a piece
of property in order to build a lakefront cabin for the family.
Although Bev had always wanted to become a beautician, because
there was so little opportunity in her hometown she joined the Air
Force instead. After basic training at Lockland Air Force Base in
Texas, she was stationed at Mitchel Air Force Base on Long Island.
There, she met Barney Barnes, who would be her boss for the next
two years. They were married and moved back to his hometown of
Chambersburg after Barney’s tour of duty was up. Bev says the
family always joked that she then became Barney’s boss for the next

60 years of their marriage.
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Although her family didn’t attend church when she was growing up, Bev remembers her parents
teaching her how to be a good person. And it was a school friend who rst introduced Bev to
Jesus and invited her to church. Later, when she and Barney moved to Chambersburg, they
began attending Evangelical United Brethren (FUMC), having been invited by Barney’s sister,
Betty.

Bev says that FUMC has always been a good t for her, because of the many opportunities to
help people in need, something she has a long history of doing. Her serving goes all the way
back to childhood, when her mom ended up with back problems after having Bev's youngest
sister. Bev, who was only six years old at the time, remembers caring for this baby sister,
changing diapers and doing other things to help out around the house. Later, when Bev was a
junior in high school, one of her friends lost her husband in a motorcycle accident. Bev lived
with her friend during the work week, helping to take care of her friend’s children and run her
friend’s business. On her weekends o , Bev returned home to help her mother.
After Barney and Bev were married and living in Chambersburg, they took in several of their
family members, who were in need of help and a new start in life. Bev says that it happened so
often that her husband started calling their home “The Barnes Motel.” Her niece and nephew
came to live with them for awhile, when they were rst looking for jobs. Later, another nephew
stayed with them during a di cult time in his life. Bev says, “You never know when you help
somebody what it might mean to them,” recalling how this nephew texted, shortly before his
death, to thank her for what she did for him. Most recently, Bev cared for her beloved Barney
as his health failed. And she continues helping the people around her—serving with Hungry
Hearts, watching over her grandchildren and great-grandchildren, and reaching out to her
neighbors in need.
Bev feels that she has also been on the receiving end of love from many people. In addition to
the support she always felt from her parents, Bev remembers the kindness of one of her
neighbors, Libby Shetron. When Libby found out that the house beside her was going to be
available, she approached Bev and Barney to see if they would be interested in renting it.
Because of Libby’s intervention, Bev has been able to live in the same lovely home for the last
65 years. And, of course, Bev remembers Barney as being a wonderful part of her life. She
says, “He was the greatest guy, always laughing and carrying on. You never knew what he was
going to do.” And, even through a prolonged illness at the end of his life, Bev recalls that he
stayed upbeat, “At the end, he was at peace, he was ready to go. I miss him, but I’m happy
that he is no longer su ering.”
One of the things I found to be remarkable about Bev’s story is her sense of adventure. It can
be glimpsed in her decision to enlist in the Air Force after high school, as well as her and
Barney’s willingness to come alongside young people who were walking troubled paths. And
adventure seemed to play an important part in Bev’s passion for her job at Orrstown Bank,
where she dealt with debit card fraud: “You had to become a detective. No two days were the
same, which is why it was so exciting!” She remembers being asked why she was still working
at the age of 79 and responding: “I love my job. I’m good at my job. And I love the people.
Why shouldn’t I work?”
Bev’s wisdom for future generations:
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“Trust in yourself, and don’t be afraid to be adventurous. Follow your heart and God, when you
feel Him drawing you to do this or to do that. When you’re younger, you think you are doing
everything yourself, but you’re not. You might not actually hear words, but trust that He is
guiding you. Trust that it is all His plan.”

