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John’s great-grandparents settled in Path Valley after immigrating 
from Germany.  At the time, they dropped the E from the original 
German spelling of their name, Eile.  When John’s dad was about 6 
years old, his family moved across Timmons Mountain to the farm 
where John would later grow up.  John remembers his childhood 
fondly.  He says that his family was always close and he enjoyed 
most of the work on the farm.  The one caveat to this was during the 
harvest season when he would have to crawl across a board at the 
top of the farm’s silos in order to guide the pipe into place to fill them 
with silage.  John says he was pretty nervous about being on such a 
narrow board near the top of an empty silo.  At heights of over 40 
feet, it would have been quite a fall if he had lost his balance.


John remembers growing up in the church, “My parents were very 
active there.  We never asked if we were going.  It was a given.  Even 
in the winter, if the road was drifted shut with snow, we went to 
church on the tractor.”  John remembers Rev. Dr. Christman being 
influential in his early faith journey.  He says that even though he was 
just a young boy, he remembers feeling that Rev. Christman had a 
great love for the people.  It was there at his childhood church, 

Otterbein United Brethren, where John accepted Christ as his Lord.  He made a confession of faith 
and joined the church at the age of 12.  


After graduating from high school, John continued to work on the family farm.  During this time he met 
his wife, Anna Mae, at the wedding of his cousin, Glen Myers.  Glen soon became his brother-in-law, 
after John and Anna Mae were married in 1956.  During the beginning years of their marriage, they 
worked the family farm until John felt a call to go into the ministry in 1968.


Background 

Birth Date:  
February 2, 1936 

Place of Birth:  
Lurgan Township, PA 

Did You Know? 

John has taken two trips to the 
Holy Land, and he was part of a 
choir that toured England, 
singing in different churches 
and cathedrals, including John 
Wesley’s home church.

In retirement, John has become 
very interested in genealogy.  
He has spent countless hours 
compiling and publishing an 
extensive genealogy listing for 
both his and his wife’s families.

Favorite Hymns: 

How Great Thou Art



John remembers it being a giant leap of faith for him to respond to God’s call.  By that point, he and Anna 
Mae had two children, Luann and Irwin.  With no prior college education, John faced the challenge of 
supporting his family while he pursued nearly eight years of schooling.  In addition, John knew that his 
decision would affect the rest of his family.  Anna Mae made it very clear that she wasn’t thrilled with the 
idea of being a pastor’s wife, and John’s dad would be forced to sell the family farm because he would be 
unable to run it without help.  John says that he spent a lot of time praying about all of these problems, but 
in the end, he moved forward in obedience to God’s call.  His father sold their herd of dairy cows the 
following year when John entered Shippensburg State Teachers College.  By attending year-round, he 
completed a Bachelors degree in Social Work within three years and immediately enrolled in Gettysburg 
Lutheran Seminary, completing his Masters of Divinity there in 1976.  


During the years he spent pursuing his education, John served as a student pastor at Marion UMC.  
Although his salary was only about $4000 per year, this position provided enough income to care for his 
family.  John says, “It’s remarkable how God provides.  I have found that He supplies your needs, when 
you put your faith in Him.”  Between his salary, some money that he had put aside in savings, and help 
from Otterbein UMC, John was able to pay for his schooling as he went along. 


After ordination, John continued to serve at Marion UMC, pastoring there for a total of 14 years.  Since 
then John has served four other churches, including Barnitz UMC, Boiling Springs UMC, Mt. Zion UMC, 
and Shiremanstown UMC.  In addition to his pastoring responsibilities, John also served as a camp 
director for Camp Penn for 30 years. He says that his favorite pastoring role has always been visitation.  He 
also enjoyed the challenge of preaching, although he admits that this part was sometimes challenging 
when he was assigned to the three church charge in the Mt. Holly Springs area.  Each Sunday morning, he 
would hurriedly drive from one church to the next.  By the third service, he sometimes found it hard to 
remember what he had already said.


The other major challenge John faced as a pastor was having to leave a church after forming close 
relationships with the people in the congregation.  He remembers this being especially challenging when 
he was moved from Marion UMC, because these people had supported him through his transition into the 
ministry.  He says he was so blessed by his time with the people at Marion UMC, “They were very 
instrumental in helping me to develop pastoral skills.  I didn’t have any before I got there, but they helped 
me to learn and to develop a love for the people.”


John also says that he has been blessed with a good family, which has always gotten along well.  And he 
mentions Ray Kauffman as an important person in his life.  John and Ray were in FFA together during their 
high school years, and they were a great support to each other when they both entered the ministry later in 
life.  John and Ray met for breakfast every couple of weeks, in order to bounce ideas off of one another 
and encourage each other. 


As retirement neared, John and Anna Mae purchased a home in Chambersburg, near their children.  But 
for John there was no retiring from ministry.  For several years, he provided pulpit supply for local 
churches, and then he took a position as the visitation pastor for Newburg UMC.  In 2004, he became the 
chaplain of Quincy Nursing Home, a position he held for four years, until he gave it up in order to care for 
Anna Mae after she was diagnosed with pulmonary fibrosis in 2008.  John cared for her until her death on 
July 17, 2009.  Later, John filled in as the chaplain of Providence Place, and most recently, he has 
officiated or assisted with the weddings of his four grandchildren, Eric, Trevor, Jessica, and Emily.


Looking back over a lifetime of God’s faithfulness and provision, John says he is amazed by the blessings 
that God has provided him.  He says there were times when he wondered how things were going to get 
done, but God cared for all of his needs.  John’s advice to others:


“Put your faith in the Lord Jesus, and He will provide for you along life’s pathway.” 
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